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varied inversely with the degree of urbanization. The fall has been
somewhat greater in the 'rural* than in the "urban" districts, so that
the gap between them has been narrowed, but this is probably
accounted for by the permeation of 'urban3 influences into the 'rural'
districts, and by the greater lowering of the average age of married
women in Oxford than elsewhere.
The fall in birth-rates has been to some slight extent off-set by
a fall in infant mortality rates. For social purposes the net effect
is perhaps best measured by the ratios of children under the age of
5 to married women under 45 (Table 5).
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Thus there were in 1931 only two-thirds as many young children to
every married woman under 45 as there were in 1911. Even though
this figure is only an average, it makes it possible to visualize a really
considerable reduction in the domestic strain and preoccupation
which results from the presence of numbers of small children in the
family.
Since 1931, however, it is probable that there has been some re-
covery in the *tme' birth-rate. The number of births in the Area
reached a minimum at 1,760 in 1932; it then began to rise rapidly,
reaching 2,069 in 193 5 and 2,326 in 1936. This gives a 'crude* birth-
rate of somewhat over 16 for the latter year. The increase in numbers
of births has been most striking in 'rural* districts which have been
subject to suburbanization; in Abingdon R.D., for instance, there
were about 200 births in 1931 and 254 in 1936. This is undoubtedly
due to the presence of large numbers of young married couples in
the satellite villages, but it may not be a permanent feature if these
finally limit their families to two or three.
Residence and movement.
Two other characteristics of the population are of considerable
importance from the point of view of local administration. First,
how far is the population which happens to be enumerated in Oxford
at census times permanently resident therein, and how far is it re-

